A whole mount method for sequential analysis of photoreceptor and ganglion cell topography in a single retina.
Photoreceptors (PR) in human and monkey retina are visible in whole mounts cleared with glycerol or dimethyl sulfoxide and viewed with Nomarski differential interference contrast microscopy. These preparations substantially decrease the large tissue volume changes associated with dehydration and sectioning and reveal many details of PR organization and cytology with great clarity. Tissue may be subsequently stained to reveal ganglion cells so that the topography of both cell types may be studied in the same retina.